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AME> IMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

-1. (Currently amended) A m iod for manufacturing a security element for 

documents, forgery-proof labels, hecks and seals, comprising the steps of: 

providing a polyester backing la: fi 

applying a covering layer to at k it one face of said backing layer, 

providing a second polyester be dng layer which is applied to the other face of 

said covering layer, 

removing preset regions of & covering layer with a laser beam having a 

wavelength between 900 and 11 3 nm 5 said preset regions defining a code which 

can be customized in any manne md detected in any manner, 

said laser beam acting on said <x ?ring layer through one of said backing layers. 

2. (Previously amended) The m iod according to claim 1, wherein said covering 
layer comprises ink. 

3. (Previously amended) The m iod according to claim 1, wherein said covering 
layer comprises a metallic layer. 

4. (Previously amended) The m iod according to claim 1, wherein said covering 
layer comprises an aluminum kr r. 

5. (Previously amended) The m iod according to claim 1, wherein said covering 
layer comprises a magnetic layei 

6. (Deleted) 

7. (Previously amended) The m hod according to claim l s wherein said backing 
layer is constituted by a band to btain threads, said band forming in succession a 
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first region for obtaining optically detectable characters provided by mean; of 
conventional metKo is, said first regions being interleaved with regions *or 
forming, in the co\ e ing layer, preset regions for obtaining said code which ca i be 
customized in any : n inner and detected in any manner, 

8. (Previously ame it ed) The method according to claim 7, further comprising , on 
said band, a regio i which can be coded and can be interleaved with said frst 
region with optica ly detectable characters and with said region provided wCi a 
code which can be q\ stomized in any manner and detected in any manner. 

9. (Previously am« :r led) The method according to claim 1, wherein said a ser 
beam has asolid-sm s Nd:Yag source. 

10. (Previously amcided) The method according to claim 1, wherein said i a ser 
beam has a wavele ii th which is comprised between 1030 and 1 10 nm, 

11. (Original) The nefhod according to claim 1 ? wherein said laser beam h /: a 
wavelength of 1064 un* 

12. (Original) The j lethod according to claim 1, wherein said step of remo ng 
said preset regions i performed while said backing layer is inserted in a she- 1 of 
paper. 

13. (Withdrawn) A ecurity element for documents* forgery-proof labels, cht : cs 3 
seals and the like, oc uprising at least one backing layer on one face of which i ?re 
is at least one cov ir ng layer, characterized in that it has, on said covering L ; er s 
preset regions with r moval of said covering layer by means of a laser beam ha ag 
a wavelength betwst 1 900 and 1200 nm, said preset regions forming a code w i ch 
can be customized ir any manner and detected in any manner. 
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14. ( thdrawn) The security element according to claim 13, ch *r wterized in that 
it co >rises a first region with optically detectable characters mi a region with 
said le which can he customized in any manner and detected ir £ ay manner, said 
regie being mutually interleaved. 

15. ( thdrawn) The security element according to claim 13, ch v acterized in that 
it C( prises interleaved regions which have optically detectable characters, 
mag: ic codes and said code which can be customized in a ly manner and 
dete< i in any manner, 

1 6. ( thdrawn) The security element according to claim 1 3 5 ch u *cterized in that 
it co rises a second backing layer which encloses said covering ayer and in that 
said ^set regions can be provided on said covering layer by nsiis of said laser 
bean 7 tuch passes through one of said backing layers. 
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